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AN ADDRESS. 


“WHY DO YOU STAND STILL, WHEN ALL ARE MOVING ON?” 
This question is put, to me by men and women of Israel, who 
have a right to an answer, for they form part of the congrega- 
tion for whose special benefit my services were engaged. Now, 
had I less respect for the querists, and an opinion less exalted 
of my calling, I might reply in a manner precluding discussion. » 
I would simply point to the constitution of the* “‘Kahal Kadosh 
Mikvé Israel,” in which it is stated that “the fixed prayers, the 
Torah and the Haftarah shall always be read in the original 
Hebrew language, according to the custom of the Portuguese 
Jews.” I would also disclose to view the written contract into 
which I entered for the faithful performance of my official duties, 
wherein the same identical rule has been laid down. But I am 
anxious to reason with my brethren, to show cause for my oppo- 
sition to changes in the service of the Synagogue. The obstacle 
presented. by the documents to which I have just alluded, might 
be honorably overcome. I might urge an alteration of the or- 
ganic laws made by the founders of this religious body, and pos- 
sibly bring it to pass. But the principal impediment would yet 
remain. My conscience would rise to the defense of sacred 
ground. The still small voice within would speak and rebuke 
the presumption of encroaching upon that which the wise and 

. the upright have established. For, you ought to know, my fellow- 
believers, that the authors of a number of our prayers are the 
prophets and sages of old. Not to speak of the Psalms and: of 
detached fragments of the Bible interspersed through the ritual, 
we offer daily to God entreaties, praises, and benedictions which 
Ezra the priest, conjointly with Zachariah, Malachi, Nehemiah, 
and their pious associates, composed and set in order. I will not 
assert that nothing was ever added to what that august Synod 
framed. I acknowledge that certain passages bear internal evi- 
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dences of a later origin. So, for example, it cannot be supposed 
that our fathers, after their return from the Babylonish exile, 
petitioned God for the reconstruction of our nationality, and the 
restoration of the Temple service. But, admitting all this, I 
nevertheless trace in the general uniformity existing among the 
various Minhaguim, or rituals, the same ancient source. For, 
regarding the main prayers, to which reference is made in the 
Mishna, no essential difference can be discovered between the 
liturgy of the Sephardic and the Ashkenaz, the Italian and the 
Oriental. It is an error shared by many, to believe that—as it 
happens with the creeds of gentilism—the formulas of one body 
of Jews are entirely distinct from those of another. 

Not until the Synagogue was transformed into a novel insti- 
tution—a servile imitation of the Nazarene Church—did such 
an anomaly appear in Israel. Before the misapplied name of 
‘*Reform” came in vogue, all the remnants of Judah repeated 
almost literally the national invocations and orisons stamped with 
the seal of high antiquity. True, in the course of time, rhyth- 
mical and prosaic writings, very dissimilar in style and purport, 
swelled up the ritual. But, without entering into the respective 
merits of those productions, chiefly of the middle ages, I maintain 
that they never superseded the more ancient compositions ema- 
nating from and arranged by Hzra and the one hundred and twenty 
men traditionally styled ‘‘ Members of the Great Assembly.” Those 
devotional effusions being read in the language sanctified by the 
sound of the words heard at Sinai, opened among all the adherents 

- of the Mosaic code a current of spiritual magnetism—if I may 
employ the term—reaching from one end of the world to the 
opposite end. However circumstances may have affected the Jew 
socially or politically, he felt on entering a Synagogue, that he was 
still bound in faith, in hope, and destiny to the whole household 
of Jacob. 

Now that “ minor sanctuary” is undergoing such changes, that 
the Hebrew hailing from a foreign Jand, will scarcely recognize it. 

’ And Iam asked to help in disfiguring what our fathers thought 

it wise to make. To this I might again briefly reply, that when 

I put on the ministerial robe, I enlisted in the service not only of 

a small body of brethren, but of the entire Jewish Church. And 

that I could no more trespass against the orders of my superiors, 
the Rabbis, than the sentinel desert his military post. 

But the demands of our rising generation are pictured to me. 
The absolute necessity of yielding, to prevent a further estrange- 
ment from Judaism, is advanced as an argument against my per- 
sisting in the same course. That appeal does indeed affect me . 
deeply ; and happy would I consider myself if I could reach out 
the hand, which will prevent the youth of my people'from leaping 
over the boundaries of our holy religion. Happy, I say, if I 
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could honestly, consistently resort to some contrivance by which 
to keep my straying flock within the pale of the Synagogue. But 
what, if whilst engaged in saving a few, I expose the many to 
danger? If I cause a whole congregation gradually to lapse 
into gentilism, by too close an approximation to its rites and 
practices ? 

Anxious to strengthen Judaism in America, without loosening 
in the least the ties of our national bond, I suggested, some 
years ago, a plan conducive to harmony. I sought, through 
the press, and “Board of Delegates of American Israelites,” 
the co-operation of all my colleagues to the compilation of 
a uniform ritual. The differences between the Portuguese and 
Germans, between the so-called progressive and the conservative 
—fruitful always of prejudice—should be sunk, and every one 
worshipping Israel’s God in this country of United States, should 
unitedly offer unto Him supplications and thanksgivings. W hat- 
ever the Talmud records as the teaching of tradition, was to have 
been scrupulously retained, and whatever lacked the support of 
that authority, was to have been submitted to the mature judg- 
ment of a general conference of the pious and the erudite, and 
adopted, rejected, or modified. Then the objection raised to the 
length of our prayers, and some repetitions, would have been met 
in a legal manner, and with due circumspection removed. “The 
ritual abridged, but still containing the elements of our faith, the 
declaration of divine truths, and the expression of national hopes, 
would have been recited in the sacred tongue throughout the 
land of our adoption, and ample time would have been reserved 
for communicating those lessons, which the pulpit must neces- 
sarily impart in the vernacular. ‘But my call did not awaken a 
response. Reform became daily more rampant; each minister of a 
congregation—forgetful of his duty to Judaism at large—arro- 
gating to himself the power to abolish what had been held 
in reverence; curtailing in one instance, deforming in another, 
substituting his own words for those of our inspired leaders, sup- 
planting the accepted ideas of the past to pander to the extrava- 
gant notions of the present. Nothing was left for me singly to 
do, but to endeavor to interest the young in the worship, by the 
occasional introduction of new melodies, by more frequent 
preaching, and by the delivery, at times, of a benediction at the 
conclusion of the service. That those means have failed to ac- 
complish the end, I confess with exceeding humiliation. But the 
cause should be ascribed not to my inactivity—for no task would 
I consider too onerous, that profiting my congregation, might 
benefit my people.—It should rather be attributed to the increas- 
ing defection of your teachers, O American Israelites; and to 
your sinful negligence, O. Jewish parents! Your teachers, who 
ought to have fostered the knowledge of the Hebrew tongue, 
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proved palpably by their actions that they neither attach to it 
any sanctity, nor desire to-see it perpetuated. By admitting into 
the Synagogue, as songsters and songstresses, the believers in the 
Trinity,—men and women who know not and care naught for what 
they say, uttering for pay unintelligible sentences, on the true Sab- 
bath, intended as a devotional offering to the One God,‘and pray- 
ing for choice on the first day of the week to the deified man of 
Nazareth; your teachers—oblivious of their sworn allegiance to 
tradition—by reducing the ancient ritual to a shadow of its former 
self, displacing it to make room for operatic strains, have en- 
couraged a distaste for the language of the Bible, and a prurient 
curiosity to hear the warbling of the strangers. And you, parents, 
have aggravated the evil. You are, undesignedly perhaps, aiding 
to sunder apart a strong link which binds together the dispersed 
of Judah. For you do not regret the sums expended to train 
your children in all the accomplishments of the age, but you rest 
satisfied if your son can, at best, learn by rote a portion of the 
Pentateuch, when he attains his religious majority; if your 
daughter can, memorize a verse or two in Deuteronomy, contain- 
ing the “Shemang.” Nowhere is their ignorance of the Hebrew 
so general, as in our midst, and, therefore, nowhere is pseudo-re- 
form so successful. Your offspring, estranged from the house of 
worship which resounds with the outpourings of David, throng 
that in which every vestige of Jewish ceremonies and customs is 
being erased. But....can you not foresee the end? Why, it 
stares us in the face! The next generation will not be recognized 
as the disciples of Moses and the Prophets: so complete will be 
the transformation wrought by the changelings. I may be unable 
to prevent it, but I shall not deliberately hasten the disruption of 
our brotherhood. 

Dear hearers! For very nigh a century this congregation 
hag stood as the exponent of traditional Judaism. When the 
thought of rearing the magnificent fanes now so attractive, 
would have been derided as a wild dream, the descendant of 
Abraham, visiting Philadelphia, rejoiced to find a dwelling of 
prayer, awakening the delightful memories of childhood, of pa- 
rents and home. That dwelling of prayer was ours. I will not 
carry to the grave the sin of having perverted the object of its 
establishment. Lamenting most sincerely the absence of any 
among my flock, I shall still continue to perform the service, ac- 
cording to the Sephardic ritual, neither adding to, nor diminish- 
ing from it, until I may authoritatively propose alterations; 1 mean 
until a synod of learned and God-fearing ministers shall have 
met and decided. Meanwhile to familiarize with the prayers the 
attendants of this Synagogue, and also to secure more harmony 
in our popular chanting, I will devote one evening each week to 
the rehearsal of the same. On that occasion any of my brothers 
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and sisters may feel at liberty to propound questions pertaining 
to the subject in which we shall be engaged, or suggest what may 
be deemed of utility. Let us, beloved friends! co-operate to 


. further the exaltation of the house of our God. Let us labor 


zealously together for the spiritual weal of our posterity, for the 
preservation of the Lord’s eternal truths, for the perpetuation of 
our, race in this blessed land of freedom. Let us labor stead- 
fastly, indefatigably, that the “ Mikvé Israel,” the ‘‘ Hope of Israel,” 
be fulfilled through this congregation, as it is written, “When 
thy children shall be taught of the Lord, great will be the peace 
of thy children.” They vying with each other to rebuild by 
their knowledge what has been faithlessly pulled down, to restore 
to Judaism that of which it has been robbed; thus becoming the 
support of their olden faith; and earning for themselves abun- 
dance of peace and happiness. 

And you, my young brother, who appear gratified at having stood 
before this assemblage this day to read from the pages of inspira- 
tion, think of the title you were given, when about to perform 
that act. Ponder on its significance. You area “ Bar Mitzva,” 
that is, you are henceforth to exemplify in your life the com- 
mandments of the living God. One of the means to facilitate 
your accomplishing of that duty will be your bestowing a thought 
on the verities you have just repeated. You have told us that 
after the workers of iniquity had been swept away, the Creator 
entered into a covenant with the surviving righteous man. ‘There 
shall not be any more a flood to destroy the earth.” And nature 
has unswervingly obeyed the decree of the Most High. But you 
have told us, also, that the declaration made to Noah was not more 
inviolable than God’s promise to Israel:* “The mountains may 
depart, and the hills be removed, but my kindness will not depart 
from thee, nor the covenant of my peace be removed, saith He 
that hath pity on thee, even the Lord.” .... “Ina little wrath I 
hid my face from thee a moment, but with everlasting kindness 
will I have mercy on thee, saith Thy Redeemer, the Lord.” The 
fulfilment of that celestial promise is to be made gloriously mani- 
fest by the return of the outcasts of Judea to their fathers’ land. 
And your piety, your good deeds must contribute to bring about 
so auspicious an era. For, as the Rabbis teach, national virtues 
will quicken the gathering of the captives. You that are shielded 
from persecution by the most liberal of human laws, may not 
quite understand the drift of my speaking. You may not per- 
ceive the importance of the consummation of that prediction; 
but when you will be able to study current events, you will learn 
that to fervently pray the. Almighty “to redeem Israel with a 
perfect redemption,” should. be the prompting of every heart, 
throbbing with Jewish sentiments. How they long for the dawn- 
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ing of the day of salvation, whose dwellings untamable fanati- 

cism has razed to the ground. ‘Hight hundred buildings have 

been burned down by incendiary fires in Boguslow, Russia, 

through the combined hatred of the enemies of the Jews.” So- 
did the wires on the other side of the ocean report two days ago. 

Shall I also speak of Roumania? Shall I allude to Persia, to the 

Barbary States, or to the condition of our brethren in Western 

Arabia? No, on this Sabbath of peculiar joy to yourself and 

parents, I will not give expression to saddening thoughts. But 

let me exhort you, dear young friend! never to let the spirit of 
the time inveigle you into a belief hostile to the interests of our 

people. Let it not withdraw your affection from suffering Israel, 

enduring martyrdom for ages rather than yield their sacred prin- 

ciples. Let me exhort you to remember always, in affluence, or 

in high station, that you are a Jew, indissolubly connected with 

all the adorers of the Unity, and to think, to feel, to act like a 

Jew. 


